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AQATSYCHOLOGY YEAR 1 & AS TEACHER NOTES

Introduction for teachers ... ..

This resource has been designed with a range of teachers
in mind — from newly qualified to experienced and from
non-specialists to specialists. \We hope that you will all find
something that will support your teaching, enhance your
students’ learning and, of course, save you precious time.

The introduction of a new specification is a tense time for
teachers and students and we have borne this in mind,

Organisation ...

The resources are grouped according to the spreads

in the textbook, though you may find that the content
applies well to other spread topics as well. In particular
we have some research methods activities linked to the

Types of resource ...

Starter — Self explanatory in a way! These resources are
specifically designed for the start of a lesson or a topic.
They may be focused on getting students to start thinking
or simply to inspire their interest for the topic ahead.

Consolidation — these resources build on what has been
learned in class or from the textbook. They may have

a revision element so they are worth returning to later

in the course if there is no time when the topic is first
taught.

Idea — these activities are suggestions about how to
present things to students or how to encourage them
to remember. There are no handouts with these — just
an idea for you to adapt or develop according to your
needs.

Research methods — As explained above, some
research methods activities are presented alongside
the areas of psychology they are related to, such as
conformity or attachment.

Evaluation — These are designed to encourage those all-
important AO3 skills of criticism and elaboration.

Application — these activities are all about seeing
where the studies and theories can be used in real life,
practising AO2 skills.

About the authors: ...

trying to offer particular support in the areas that we
know students find tricky and, of course, the new areas
which may be of concern to teachers. There is unlikely to
be time to use every resource and after a few weeks of
getting to know your new cohort, you will know which
activities will be the most helpful.

spreads in the research methods chapter but there are
many others scattered throughout the resource, reflecting
the way this is examined.

Flipped — Whilst flipped teaching can be a whole
pedagogy of its own, we have provided a few examples
for those of you who want to try out the approach and
see whether it works with your students. The idea of
Flipped Learning is that the content element happens
outside of the classroom (our examples are videos with
questions) whilst the application and consolidation
happens in the lesson with the support of the teacher.

There is a wealth of information about Flipping on the
Internet; a couple of sources are given here in case you
want to find out more.

https://net.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/ELI7081.pdf
http://flippedinstitute.org/how-to-flip

We hope that you find these resources effective and
enjoyable to use. As teachers ourselves we owe so much
to the inspiration that we have had from many other
teachers we have met over the years. Undoubtedly some
of their ideas (perhaps shared in the coffee break of a
Professional Development meeting!) have been the seeds
of some of the activities here and for that we are very
grateful.

Jo Haycock is Head of Psychology,
Newport Girls’ High School, Shropshire
and has set up a network group for local
psychology teachers. Her first degree is in
psychology and she also has a Masters in
Education. In addition she is an Associate
Lecturer and consultant for the Open
University on their psychology degree.
The latter has allowed her to continue
indulging her passion for research,

which lives on from her clinical days (in
the NHS, charities and working for the
Forces). Spare time is about enjoying
engaging in sports after avoiding it for
most of the first 45 years of her life

and continuing to share a family love of
football.

Diana Jackson-Dwyer is a (happily)
retired lecturer in Psychology who
taught in FE and sixth form colleges for
over 30 years, was an active member
of the Association for the Teaching

of Psychology for much of that time
and is still a senior examiner for a
major awarding body. She has written
many textbooks including books on
criminal psychology and interpersonal
relationships as well as A Level revision
guides and GCSE textbooks. Her interests

include playing bridge, treading the
boards and drinking wine.

Cara Flanagan lives and works in the
Scottish Highlands, looking out over a
beautiful loch. She taught for about 20
years before taking up a second career as
a senior examiner, author and conference
organiser and presenter. Cara has written
many books for A level psychology and

is Senior Editor of Psychology Review.
Her spare time (what there is of it)
involves her husband and children (now
over 20 years old), pubs and mountains,
preferably on the same day.
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Activity type Research methods

When psychologists conduct research they first must gain ~ must consider before the teacher finally allows the study
approval from an ethics committee — the same is true to begin.
for students, except that ethics committee is you, the

Students might do a trial run with one of the practical
teacher.

activities suggested in the textbook (these can be found
The handout offers a checklist of the issues that students ~ near the end of each chapter).

PractiCal TS .

To use with any practical activity

Additional MOeS ..

Space has been left on the handout in case you (the they were giving informed consent. Right to withdraw
teacher) require students to explain how they have may be dealt with by including a reference to it in the
decided to address some of the issues. For example, they  consent, standardised instructions and debrief as well as
may say in this section that they offered participants the immediately destroying any data collected prior to the
opportunity to ask questions at the start to ensure that participant indicating a desire to withdraw.

A CONSENTFORMTEMPLATE ... ST

Activity type Research methods

This is a gapped handout to help students to produce a Use in the context of a study — for example choosing one
consent form for their practicals. of the suggested practicals for the first topic you intend
to teach, from the textbook

Practical USe ...

For any practical activities

BB STRSTUDYSHEET . ST

This is a generic sheet that allows student to summarise constructing their revision notes but it is important to

all the relevant parts of a study. It is a good way of avoid recording too much detail which would not be

introducing the elements such as aims, procedure, etc. useful in exam answers. For that reason they should be

Some students may like to use this as a framework for discouraged from adding too much extra detail that is not
needed for exam questions.

Practical use ...
An individual activity

AdAitioNal MOt eS

The blank Star Study Sheet can be used to deconstruct and
summarise any important studies throughout the course.

AQA PSYCHOLOGY YEAR 1 & AS TEACHER NOTES CARA FLANAGAN, J0 HAYCOCK, DTANA JACKSON-DWYER OT[LUMINATE PUBLTSHING 201



INTRODUCTION

4B SKELETON ESSAY MARKSHEETS

In the student textbook, the appendix contains
information on how exam answers are marked. The
handouts here provide teachers and students with forms
to use when marking exam answers in order to focus
very specifically on the marking criteria.

The forms provided are:

= Handout 0.4: Essay questions (12 or 16 marks), AO1
and AO3 only

= Handout 0.5 Essay questions (12 or 16 marks),
including AO2

= Handout 0.6: 6-mark AO1 questions
= Handout 0.7: 6-mark AO2 questions
= Handout 0.8: 6-mark AO3 questions

One way to use these handouts is to circle the
appropriate descriptor in each column. It should then be
clear what level will be appropriate for the overall mark.

The mark schemes can be adapted for §
lower tariff questions by removing the top level.”"

handout numbers

EE R R R R R R RN RN EEEEEEREEEEREEENEEEEREREREREEREEEREEREREREREROEAS
%N

AQA suggest that:

a.

o

Markers start at the lowest level and use the
descriptors as a ladder. If the essay meets one level —
try the next.

Levels should be assigned based on the overall quality
of the piece rather than with reference to specific
areas that have been done well or not so well.

Levels should be awarded by best fit — for example if
an answer is mainly level 2 with some characteristics
of level 1 then it should be levelled as 1 but will end
up at the top of that level.

Once a level is decided upon then the final, single
mark allows further judgement to be made within the
range of marks.

PractiCal USe ...

To give student feedback, or students can self-assess their own
work when handing it in or mark the work of another student.

Additional NOLeS ...

The sheets have a space for the teacher to write specific
feedback for improvement and a place for the student to
respond and show their engagement with the feedback.
For example, they might state what further help they
need, what they will do differently next time or identify
areas for further study.
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